Youth Sermon

Text:  Matthew 25:14-30
In the parable – each person is given a talent, money. Two people invest their money and get more.  When the master returns, he says well done.  One person just buries their money, the master does not say well done to that person!

God has given each of us unique gifts.  Gifts that we are supposed to use!  God gives each of us different skills and gifts that we can use to love and help other people.  Deaconesses are women who use gifts God gives them to serve other people.

Some deaconesses use their skills to sing songs, to play the piano, to be a friend, to visit sick people to cook meals, to dance, to hug, to speak in sign language, or to read the Bible!

Deaconess Jan uses her gift of making people feel welcome.  She lives in Canada and helps people who have had to run away, to flee from their homes in other countries, often they have had to run away from places where they were in danger.  Deaconess Jan welcomes them to her church, helps them find places to live, jobs and food.  When you have new students or visitors at your school or at church or Sunday School – do you make them feel welcome?  

Deaconess Carol lives in Hong Kong.  She visits people who live on the streets of Hong Kong.  Most of these people have never even heard Jesus name!  She brings them food and tells them about Jesus – do you tell people about Jesus?

Deaconess Cheryl lives in Michigan – she works in a hospital.  Her job is to visit people who are sick, to talk to them, to pray with them and to be with them when they are frightened or don’t know what is going to happen to them in the hospital.  Do you ever pray with a friend?

Deaconess Dawn lives in St. Louis – she works at a church.  She has a beautiful voice and can play the organ really well – she leads music and worship to help people be closer to God – can you make music?

Deaconess Donna has been working in a nursing home.  She works with people who are going blind.  She talks to them about how God still loves them and God is still with them – even though they can no longer see.  Deaconess Donna knows what she is talking about, for over 30 years she has been totally blind.  She gets around with her guide dog, Phyllis.  Because of her witness, people see God, people see the love of Jesus.  Can people see the love of Jesus through you?

I want you all to think about the gifts that you have for helping others…

I am good at…

I show God’s love for others by…

Some ways I am like a deaconess are…
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