Deaconess Sunday

or

Commemoration of Lydia, Dorcas and Phoebe, 
Witnesses to the Faith
On January 27 (ELCA) and October 25 (LCMS), the church remembers three women who were companions in Paul’s ministry.  

Lydia was Paul’s first convert at Philippi in Macedonia.  She was a merchant of purple-dyed goods, and because purple dye was extremely expensive, it is likely that Lydia was a woman of some wealth.  Lydia and her household were baptized by Paul, and for a time her home was a base for Paul’s missionary work. (Acts 16:11-15)
Dorcas is remembered for her charitable works, particularly making clothing for needy widows.  She was raised from the dead by Peter.  (Acts 9:36-42)
Phoebe was a diakonos, a deaconess in the church at Cenchreae, near Corinth.  Paul praises her as one who, through her service, looked after many people.  (Romans 16:1-2)
Today provides an opportunity for congregations to reflect on the ministry of deaconesses and all women, professional and volunteer, wealthy and poor, who have given of themselves in service to the church and to the ministry of the gospel in their congregations.

Scripture suggestions:

Acts 16:11-15

Acts 9:36-42

Romans 16:1-2

Mark 9:33-37

Matt. 25:31-46

Mark 1:31
Ephesians 3:7

Mark 9: 35



Prayer of the Day (suggestion):  

Almighty God, you worked through your servants Lydia, Dorcas and Phoebe to build and support the early church. Your love and generosity were lived out in their lives and work. Be with us as we too step out in faith to serve you by serving others. Help us to live lives of compassion for the sake of him who continually shows compassion to us, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

LITANY

Taken from the Deaconess Litany, Lutheran Deaconess Association.
Reading: Mark 9: 35: Jesus said, “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant (diakonos) of all.” 
L:
Christ Jesus, our redeemer and friend, who for joy became our servant:

C:
Lead us to joyful service of the needy.  

L:
Jesus, suffering savior and praying priest:

C:
Empower us by patient bearing of injuries to spread the peace of your cross;

L:
By steadfast endurance, without envy or resentment, to demonstrate your victory;

C:
By steady and faithful prayer to carry our neighbor into your gracious presence.

Reading:  Ephesians 3:7: St. Paul writes, “Of this gospel I have become a servant (diakonos) according to the gift of God’s grace that was given me by the working of God’s power.”
L:
Teach me, O my maker, to look upon my person and my abilities as your gifts, so that I may trust your care for me, 

C:
So that I may be delivered from jealousy and envy, 

L:
So that I may see you hidden in my neighbor, 

C:
And there serve you with gladness.

L:
Son of Righteousness, take the side of the oppressed; 

C:
Protect those who are vulnerable, especially the young; 

Reading:  Mark 1:31: [Jesus] came and took her by the hand and lifted her up.  Then the fever left her, and she began to serve (diakonei) them.”
L:
Merciful Father, compassionate Son, consoling Spirit: 

C:
Remember in mercy the sick and dying, the suffering and persecuted, the fearful and distraught, the bored and despairing.  

L:
By your goodness grant relief to all in need 

C:
And strengthen them to trust in you.

L:
God of grace, you create us into a new community: 

C:
Make us to be indeed the body of Christ and a vehicle of love and joy in this world, until we offer the full and perfect praise forever.  Amen.
Hymn suggestions: 

Lord, whose love in humble service.  LSB 848; ELW 712
Lord, help us walk your servant’s way.  LSB 857

Take my life and let it be.  LSB 783, 784; ELW 583, 685
Here I am, Lord.  ELW 574
Thuma Mina (Send me, Jesus).  ELW 809

Take,oh, take me as I am.  ELW 814
For All the Faithful Women.  ELW 419; LSB 855 (Sing vs. 1, then insert any appropriate verses, suggested below.  End with vs. 3 and 4)
DORCAS

Lord, hear our praise of Dorcas, who served the sick and poor.

Her hands were cups of kindness, her heart an open door.

Send us, O Christ, your Body, where people cry in pain,

And touch them with compassion to make them whole again.

LYDIA

Help us to learn from Lydia; she had a servant’s heart.
Once Christ was hers through Baptism she longed to do her part.
She gave Paul and the travelers safe shelter from the night

In Christ’s name let us also help others in their plight.

 PHOEBE

And for our sister Phoebe, A deaconess and friend;
She served with the apostles, a helper Paul did send.
To Rome she carried Christ’s Good News with those who’ve never heard.

So use now our resources to share your generous Word.
DEACONESSES

The Spirit still is calling each deaconess today

to serve and wash and welcome the ones who've lost their way.

Lift up the labor of our hands and bless our deeds of love

That those in need may access the gifts poured from above. 
The Washing of the Son.  (Sing to ELW 437)
Herb Brokering, 2009 

He broke the bread, he poured the cup, their hearts were quite complete,

He brought the water with a towel and knelt before their feet.

The servant role the master showed for us and God the same.

With tender touch we wash each toe, and do so in God’s name.

A gift of God is now on earth; the one in manger bed

Is in the water, as in straw, God’s grace on earth is shed.

In mother-womb we found our life – a river on the run –

And there were washed as still we know the washing of the Son.

What does this mean? We do not know, so deep the mystery;

The fire inside the finger tips has touched eternity.

Across the length of earth and sea there is a rhythmic beat

That knows the wonder inside me when Christ sits at my feet.

 

Resources:  

Sundays and Seasons, Augsburg Fortress.  Look under January 27, Lydia, Dorcas and Phoebe, witnesses to the faith.

Creative Worship, Concordia Publishing House.  Has nothing specifically about Lydia, Dorcas, and Phoebe, but may have something about ministry of women. 

These resources were developed and collected by the Laity Service Committee, whose purpose is to nurture, support and extend the diaconal ministry of the whole people of God.  You are welcome to use any of these resources, offered by the Lutheran Deaconess Association, Valparaiso, Indiana. See website for more ideas:  www.theLDA.org. 
