Lutheran Deaconess Association (1304 LaPorte Ave., Valparaiso, IN 46383 ( (219) 464-6925 (website:  www.theLDA.org

	Cost for 3 Years in Formation

	LDA Scholarships 
The LDA is an independent non-profit organization and does not receive funding from any church body.                      However, we are committed to raising funds to cover ½ of each student’s fees.  If you have financial need,                    you may apply for an LDA scholarship.  

	Basic Fee and Year One Fee : $7,500.                     
	 (w/LDA Scholarship)    $3,750

	Year Two Fee - $2,500.                                          
	 (w/LDA Scholarship)    $1,250

	Year Three Fee —$2,500
	 (w/LDA Scholarship)    $1,250

	TOTAL LDA Student Fees , 3 Years in Formation:  $12,500
(If your journey needs to last another year or two, there will be additional fees.)
	 (w/LDA Scholarship)    $6,250

	
	

	Other costs connected with LDA education and formation:  

	Application fee 
	$25 

	Vocational-Psychological testing.  Costs have varied from $400 - $900.  Contact the LDA for ideas on testing resources. VU students typically host events to raise $300 per VU campus applicant to reduce testing fees to $100.
	$100 - $900 

	Orientation and each Annual Seminar in Valparaiso, IN.  Attendance is required each year during formation.  Students pay for their own transportation and housing.  About $300 covers a motel room (with roommate) and several meals. Some students stay with local friends in order to decrease cost.  
	$100 to $900 
for motel or home stays, 

(3 seminars) 

	Annual Conference of the Lutheran Deaconess Conference. Attendance is required at least twice, as part of formation.  Annual Conference moves around the country each summer.  Registration is often about $400 per event. Travel costs are extra. Some scholarship $$ may be available from the deaconess community.
	$400 - $800  
for 2 conferences 

	Theology of Diaconal Ministry course.  Certificate only.  Cost is $285. (If you are a VU student, this course is part of your VU tuition.) 
	$0 - $285 

	CPE.  Clinical Pastoral Education is offered in many hospitals in major cities around the country.  The cost is typically around $500 for the course.  (If you are a VU student, you can fulfill this requirement by taking Theology 453, Clinical Education for Ministry.) 
	$0 - $500 

	Miscellaneous:  Tuition for any required theology courses – costs vary, depending on where you take the classes.  Travel.  Books.  Etc. 
	$??? varies 

	Most non-VU students budget about $9,000 for 3 years in formation.

	Advantages of Attending Valparaiso University:  

	VU awards tuition scholarships of $500 per semester to deaconess students in residence.  Also, VU students often have opportunities for other scholarships while doing undergrad work, in addition to the savings listed above.

	Most VU students need about $7,200 for all 3 years in formation. 




Target your fundraising goals:  


Distant student (non-VU-campus) fees for 3 years (36 months) is about $180 per month. 


Raising about $2100 per year covers student fees for 3 years in formation.


You do the math… how much $$ will you need to complete this process?
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