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LDA to Receive Men into Diaconate
Valparaiso (September 26, 2011) – The Lutheran Deaconess Association (LDA), a center for diaconal service and learning, will admit men to its diaconal ministry program for the first time this spring. Three men have applied to begin the two-to-four year process to become consecrated deacons. 

The LDA, adjoining Valparaiso University, has prepared women for service ministries in the church and society since 1919. Creation of an inclusive diaconate grows out of the church’s understanding that every Christian is called to a life of diaconal service. The church sets apart diaconal leaders to guide, encourage, and assist Christians in that service. 

In making the announcement, Executive Director Deaconess Lisa Polito said, “A free-standing organization, the LDA can respond to changing needs of the church and world, allowing the shape of its diaconal ministry to change as necessary. We prepare and support people for ministries of service and advance the church's diaconal mission by faithful ministry among those who are the worlds’ most vulnerable. The LDA builds and nurtures a diaconate recognized within the church as a prophetic voice and is now broadening its vision by preparing men for diaconal ministry.”   

The mission of the LDA is rooted in diakonia (the Greek word for service). The LDA forms people for diaconal ministry through theology, community, spiritual life, and service.  Affirming the female community within the LDA diaconate as a unique witness to the church and world, the LDA Board authorized the new preparation program to meet the needs of men who have expressed a call to a life of service in a male diaconal community.
For more information, or in consideration of a feature article, please contact Christi at christi.thieme@valpo.edu.
About the Lutheran Deaconess Association

The Lutheran Deaconess Association (LDA), an independent Lutheran organization in partnership with Valparaiso University, prepares and supports people for ministries of service, enabling them to express their Christian vocation in the church and society. Deaconesses are called by God and equipped by the LDA to serve their community as needed in ministry, outreach and service programs. The LDA also affirms Christians in their service; and assists the church in its diaconal mission. The LDA has consecrated nearly 750 deaconesses in its 92 year history. For more information, visit www.TheLDA.org.

