Service of Health and Wholeness
A service of healing is an expression in worship of the church’s ministry of healing.  This service follows early Christian traditions of meeting together for sharing scripture, prayers, and anointing for those who are in need of healing.  We hope you will find hope, trust, comfort, and God’s presence as you worship. 
Find sources for music and prayer in the hymnals appropriate to your setting, such as Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW), or Lutheran Service Book (LSB). 

Gathering music
Greeting: 

Leader:  Let us begin in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  The peace of the Lord be with you always.

All: And also with you.

(Greet one another and share God’s peace)

Reading: Isaiah 40:31

Litany 

All:  God our Creator, you call forth eagles to bend wings in adoration.  But there are times in life when we are unable to appreciate the gift of your creation in this world or in ourselves.   Lord have mercy…..silence
All:  Christ our Savior, sometimes we feel unable to walk with you.  We grow faint and exhausted with life.  Sometimes we want to give up. Lord have mercy…silence
All:  Spirit of God, when we are weary and tired, unable to soar in the sky of life, we can look only to you for healing and renewed energy.   Lord have mercy…silence
All:  God of grace, we may not wish to follow in your steps or be open to your lead.  We separate ourselves from your support and healing.  Forgive us for all we have done or left undone, all we have said or left unsaid.  Lord have mercy…silence
L:  God of strength, thank you for your grace and forgiveness.  Carry us on your loving wings.  Give us energy for the coming day.  Open us for future flight.  We trust your promise just as surely as eagles’ wings are wide in the sky.  Amen.
Reading:  Isaiah 53:4-6

Hymn or reading of Psalm 91

(“On Eagles Wings” -- See ELW 787 or LSB 727)

A reading from the Gospel:  Mark 2:1-12 
(Please stand as you are able)
Reflection or homily

Hymn:  “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”

(See ELW 773 or LSB 739; or another hymn may be selected.)
Apostle’s Creed

(See ELW or LSB.)
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Prayers and Anointing
(Responses may be spoken or sung to the Doxology, ELW 883 or LSB 805)
L:  Lord our God, we are in need of your healing.  Our minds and bodies are afflicted.  You said to Israel, “I am your healer,” and Israel was restored.

All:  Renew us now, and make us whole 
in mind and body, heart and soul…
L:  O Christ, your earthly ministry touched the lives of people in their entirety.  You healed the sick.  You raised the dead.  We give thanks for all agencies that provide health care.  We pray for social ministry organizations that carry on your healing ministry in our day.

All:  …Raise us, dear Jesus Christ, we pray, 
to life and health, for work and play.

L:   Spirit of life, you give us faith and wisdom to trust you and love others.  Help us to care for our bodies and minds.  We give thanks for people whose calling in life is to assist those in need of healing or health care.  Strengthen for service all those who are in the healing arts and sciences.

All:  Encourage those who healing bring, 
that we, with them your praise, might sing…
L:  Triune God, you suffer with all who long for health and wholeness but cannot afford care, and you call for justice.  Grant that our society may create a just system of health care so that all your children may rejoice in your healing.

All:  …We wait your liberating deed, 
 
to signal hope and set us free.
Anointing

(All who desire may come forward to receive anointing and blessing.  Please give your name and special prayer requests. The anointer may pray at your request, and then give this or a similar blessing…)
(Name), receive this oil as a sign of forgiveness and healing in Jesus Christ.  Amen.
(After all who wish anointing, the leader continues)
L:  Living God, through this anointing, grant comfort in suffering to all who are in need of healing.  When they are afraid, give them courage; when afflicted, give them patience; when dejected, give them hope; and when alone, assure them of the support of your holy people.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

L:  We pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;

Give us this day our daily bread;

And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.

HYMN:  (Tune is the Doxology, ELW 883 or LSB 805; or another hymn)

Praise God in whose strong arms we dwell


Praise God in Christ, who makes us well,


Praise Holy Spirit, healing Dove,


O God of hope, O God of love.
(Portions of these refrains were written by Dr. Fred Gaiser, c. 1999)

Benediction

L:  Almighty God, who is a strong tower to all, to whom all things in heaven and on earth bow and obey, be now and evermore your sure defense, and help you to know that the name given to us for health and salvation is the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen.
L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  Amen.
Sending Music
This worship is offered by Deaconess/Parish Nurse Brenda Bauer and the Lutheran Deaconess Association.  Find another sample of a healing service in Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW), pg. 276-278.  Find prayers for times of need in Lutheran Service Book (LSB), pg 316-318)
You may modify this service to fit your situation.
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