Children’s Sermon

Text:  John 13:2-27

Props:  pitcher with water, basin and towel

             Deaconess pin or some kind of replica

Good morning! Today I would like to talk with you about feet. If you are willing, I would like you to get one foot “barefoot”. Actually, my feet are a bit embarrassing because I think they are kind of ugly and I am ticklish on the bottoms of my feet, so I don’t like people touching my feet.

How about you? What do you think about your feet?  [Listen to the children]  

Feet can get dirty and smelly, too. Tell me some ways they can get dirty. [Listen to the children…Some ideas: going barefoot outside, playing in the sand, running and sweating].

During the time Jesus lived, people’s feet got dirty from walking on dusty roads, which was the most common way for people to get around. It was “being nice” by the hostess to have a servant wash her guests’ feet as they arrived, “to get cleaned up” before dinner. It definitely was the job of the servant because it was not the most fun job…after all, the feet were dirty and smelly!
Jesus taught lessons to His disciples by using ideas from everyday life. One night before He died, He took a towel, poured some water into a big bowl and started to wash His disciples’ feet. [While saying this, do it to one of the children-you might want to warn her/him in advance. Karen’s experience: older kids were embarrassed and said “no”. Younger kids all wanted to be washed and she had to pick just a few, for the sake of time.]

Jesus wanted to teach them more about what it meant to be His disciple. Jesus, the host, was washing the feet of His guests. That’s not the way it was supposed to be.

When it came time for Peter’s turn, he was not thrilled! Maybe he was ticklish, too! In fact, he told Jesus, “Not my feet, Jesus; I should be washing yours!” Jesus agreed, but then went on to explain why He did what He did. He told His disciples that following Him meant being a servant to His people and doing all kinds of things that others would think not normal, but would give glory and honor to God. Peter agreed, then, to have Jesus wash his feet because he really did want to follow Jesus with his whole heart.
There is a group of women, like me, who are Deaconesses. Their hearts are set on serving, like Jesus did, all kinds of people who need to know and experience God’s love for them. They wear this pin, which has a bowl called a “basin” on it, to remind them of how Jesus showed all of us how to be servants and disciples.

[Take off your pin and pass it around so the children can see and touch it.]

We can all be disciples, but maybe Jesus is calling you in a special way to serve Him by becoming a Deaconess. Who knows, maybe some day you will wash someone’s dirty smelly and even ticklish feet to show them Jesus’ love.
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